Dear  

I am writing this letter after attending the town meeting on July 22, 2009 for the EDCO Green Waste project.  After attending the meeting, I felt it prudent that I write to you to express some concerns. Since I know that your time is extremely valuable and that you are very busy, I will keep my letter short and brief, only highlighting the key issues.  Please however, feel free to contact me to discuss this matter further should you have any questions.  

Mr. South, the representative from EDCO clearly indicated multiple times that the benefits for this project would only be felt by EDCO. When asked to identify what the benefits for Valley Center were, he commented:

· Preservation of valuable land

· Prevention of a housing development

· A location for community members to purchase products.

Clearly, these three items do not benefit Valley Center and upon expansion of these three points, it became evident that the EDCO Green Waste project actually brought more potential harm to Valley Center than good.  I would like to outline for you the serious problems I see with this project to the economic status of valley Center.

TRAFFIC: According to Mr. South approximately 40 trucks will be coming in and out of Valley Center on a daily basis.  

· Not only will that impede the traffic on the grade but also on Lilac and Cole Grade road- the only viable exits to and from Valley Center.

· Betsworth is a dead end road that only has open entrance and one exit, off of Lilac, a potential hazard.  

· Betsworth is predominantly a residential area with many agricultural groves on it.  

· Betsworth has many blind corners, with cars having an extremely difficult time entering onto Betsworth because of the design of the road.

· Betsworth itself is in total disrepair and is not wide enough to handle two trucks at once. While I do not have the exact measurements of the road, I can glean those if you need.  

Covered Waste Receptacles: According to Mr. South there are only two such facilities, one in Everett, WA and another pilot project in Miramar Landfill (only in existence for two months!). 

· When asked about complaints, he cited that to his knowledge one complaint had been filed in WA for odor.

· When asked if the WA facility is in a residential area, he cited that no, but residential was close by.

· Mr. South completely ignored the question of increase in pests, rodents, etc and cited that they would have to look into that.

· When asked how EDCO planned to ensure that nothing from quarantined areas was brought to the facility, thereby jeopardizing the crops in Valley Center, Mr. South stated that people would have to self-report what they were bringing and where they were coming from.

AMOUNT OF PROPOERTY PURCHASED:
When asked why EDCO purchased 197 acres when they really only plan to use anywhere between 22-77 (the numbers have changed drastically in the past two weeks), Mr. South said the excess land was purchased as a buffer.
· When asked what he meant by buffer, Mr. South said that this would preserve the land and was using the forum as a way to generate ideas on what they should do with the land.  

· When asked again, Mr. South avoided the question and went back to the question on new pests being introduced to Valley Center.

· When asked if grading permits had been issued for the current grading that was already done to the river banks, Mr. South said no, no permits were granted. But another property owner had told EDCO that it could be done, so they cleared all of the river banks so water could freely flow through in case of an “el nino”. 

 It was evident that Mr. South had no knowledge of Valley Center and its agricultural importance. In addition, his lack of knowledge on the impact of traffic to Betsworth, citing it would be like the use of the land fill off of Betsworth that was closed almost 50 years earlier, and his lack of knowledge on the impact of the covered waste receptacles on the environment were appalling.  I urge you to help the residents of Valley Center protect our community by saying No to EDCO!

Sincerely,

